JANELLE STELSON FOR CONGRESS
RURAL POLICY PRIORITIES

Rural communities make up a large portion of Pennsylvania’s 10th
Congressional District and play a central role in agricultural production and
food processing, both for our Commonwealth and our country. There are
hundreds of family-owned farms across Cumberland, Dauphin, and York
Counties, forming the backbone of Central Pennsylvania’s agricultural
economy. | am running for Congress to support this enterprising spirit and
proud legacy because, for too long, Central Pennsylvanians have been
overlooked by Washington politicians like Scott Perry, who have left our rural

communities behind.

You learn a lot about a place when you tell its stories for decades. Asa TV
news reporter, | have seen the challenges and resilience of our rural
communities. In my campaign, | have pledged to fight for every resident of
Central Pennsylvania, and that is why | am outlining the rural agenda | will
fight for in Congress. Scott Perry pretends to represent the interests of rural
Pennsylvanians, but when you look at his record, he has repeatedly voted
against them. Despite the challenges burdening farmers due to Scott Perry’s

failures, they have embodied an entrepreneurial spirit and resilience.

We deserve a member of Congress who will fight for agriculture and rural

economic development.
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IN CONGRESS, | WILL FIGHT TO:

WORK TO PASS A FARM BILL FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 8 YEARS

The Farm Bill is a critical piece of legislation for farmers and rural
communities. The last time a full Farm Bill was voted on was 2018, and
Congressman Scott Perry voted against it. Since 2023, Congress has
failed to pass a Farm Bill and comprehensively address our country’s
agriculture, nutrition, and rural needs, instead passing 1-year renewals
that fail to include necessary funding increases and policy updates.
This has hurt our farmers and is compounded by the Republican
reconciliation process that has failed to authorize and invest in critical
Farm Bill programs.

Central Pennsylvania is a leading producer of poultry and dairy, but
because of the failure of both Democrats and Republicans to pass an
updated Farm Bill, our farmers have been left without clarity on
regulatory and agricultural policy changes.

That is why in Congress, | will make fighting for a new, 5-year Farm Bill
a top priority - one that lowers input costs, provides certainty to
farmers, and helps get more young people into farming careers. Our
farmers and agricultural communities provide food and goods for
families across the country, and in return have their needs overlooked.
This must change.

ENSURE FARMERS HAVE THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO
ACCESS NEW, AND HAVE THE RIGHT TO REPAIR, THEIR OWN
FARMING EQUIPMENT

Many of our farmers have old equipment and do not have access to
the newest technologies. In Congress | will advocate to ensure that
farmers in Central Pennsylvania have the resources to have the most
up to date farming equipment. Additionally | will advocate for
legislation to give farmers the right to repair their own equipment and
ensure they have the manuals, diagnostics and parts to do so.
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FIGHT TO REVERSE THE CUTS TO RURAL HEALTHCARE
FUNDING

This year, Scott Perry voted for the Big Beautiful Bill, legislation that
cut nearly $1 trillion from Medicaid nationally and will kick nearly
19,000 residents of Pennsylvania’s 10th Congressional district off their
healthcare, all while providing trillions of dollars in tax cuts for the
ultra-wealthy. Before this bill, our rural communities were already
facing a health care crisis. This partisan legislation makes that crisis
even worse, with 17 rural hospitals across our state at risk of closure.
As a Member of Congress, | will reverse these cuts and fight for
increased funding and staff for our rural hospitals to ensure every
Pennsylvanian has access to medical care, regardless of zip code.

END THE COST-SPIKING TARIFFS SQUEEZING SMALL
BUSINESSES, FARMS, AND EVERYDAY PEOPLE

Washington’s tariff war has led to price spikes for Central
Pennsylvanians on everything from goods to groceries, and make it
harder for farmers and small businesses to compete in the global
marketplace. We must level the playing field and hold foreign countries
accountable for trying to rip us off. These chaotic policies are not
working, and Pennsylvanians are losing.

Every household has already been forced to pay over $2,300 on tariffs
and small businesses are being forced to raise prices on their
neighbors or close up shop. The costs of supplies for farmers have
skyrocketed, making their profit margins thin and forcing many family
farms to struggle to survive.

In Congress, | will fight for fairness for small businesses and working
people, growing markets for farmers and rural economies, and to end
these cost-spiking tariffs that Scott Perry voted to allow with no
congressional oversight.



https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2025-press-releases/fact-sheet--how-many-lose-medicaid-and-snap-as-a-result-of-recon
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2025-press-releases/fact-sheet--how-many-lose-medicaid-and-snap-as-a-result-of-recon
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2025-press-releases/fact-sheet--how-many-lose-medicaid-and-snap-as-a-result-of-recon
https://www.ruralhealth.us/nationalruralhealth/media/documents/advocacy/2025/nrha-policy-brief-tariffs-final.pdf
https://www.ruralhealth.us/nationalruralhealth/media/documents/advocacy/2025/nrha-policy-brief-tariffs-final.pdf
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/what-are-the-implications-of-the-2025-budget-reconciliation-bill-for-hospitals/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/756-hospitals-at-risk-of-closure-state-by-state/
https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/state-us-tariffs-september-4-2025#:~:text=In%20the%20baseline%20scenario%2C%20the,household%20income%20loss%20of%20%24700
https://www.uschamber.com/small-business/american-workers-businesses-consumers-trade-tariffs?state=pa
https://penncapital-star.com/2025/11/26/repub/tariffs-trickle-into-cost-of-thanksgiving-dinner-jilting-consumers-and-farmers/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/house-gop-moves-prevent-votes-rescinding-trump-tariffs/story?id=120644968
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HOLD CHINA ACCOUNTABLE

For too long, both parties have failed to hold China accountable for
unfair trade practices that undercut our agriculture and manufacturing,
and for allowing_the export of compounds used to make fentanyl,
which is destroying lives across Pennsylvania. We need to stop China
from buying up American farmland and pushing family farmers out of
their homes and out of business. In Congress, | will support common-
sense, effective efforts to curb our trade deficit and stop bad faith
policies from China that hurt Central Pennsylvanians.

SUPPORTING OUR POULTRY FARMERS & TAKE ON BIG AG
CONSOLIDATION

Four companies control over half of all chicken processing, raking in

record profits for themselves while they squeeze family farmers out of
business. In Congress | would support legislative efforts to break up
consolidation in the marketplace.

Avian flu outbreaks have hit Pennsylvania poultry farmers hard, forcing
flock losses, disrupting supply chains, and putting family operations
under severe financial strain through no fault of their own. For growers
in Central Pennsylvania, even a single outbreak can mean months of
lost income and uncertainty about whether they can stay in business. |
support efforts by the Shapiro Administration to mitigate the impact of
the avian flu outbreaks through stronger disease-prevention support
and investments to protect farmers.



https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/DEA_GOV_DIR-008-20%20Fentanyl%20Flow%20in%20the%20United%20States_0.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/DEA_GOV_DIR-008-20%20Fentanyl%20Flow%20in%20the%20United%20States_0.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2023/06/26/1184053690/chinese-owned-farmland-united-states
https://www.npr.org/2023/06/26/1184053690/chinese-owned-farmland-united-states
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
https://civileats.com/2021/07/14/just-a-few-companies-control-the-meat-industry-can-a-new-approach-to-monopolies-level-the-playing-field/?utm_source
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CONNECT OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES THROUGH HIGH SPEED
INTERNET ACCESS

Connecting rural communities to high-speed internet is crucial to
overall long_term economic development, and a necessary step that
the American Farm Bureau calls “essential to modern agriculture.”
Closing the digital gap and increasing rural high-speed internet
connectivity will improve the lives of thousands of rural
Pennsylvanians, impacting everything from our children’s ability to do
their homework to drawing employers to the region.

In 2021, Congress took a first step to expanding access, passing $65
billion in funding for rural broadband. Scott Perry voted against this
funding. In Congress, | will fight to streamline the overly-complex
bureaucracy that currently exists, and make these programs easier and
less expensive to access for farmers, families, and small businesses.
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https://ruralinnovation.us/press-releases/new-research-proves-that-providing-fiber-broadband-experiences-to-rural-communities-boosts-income-entrepreneurship-and-business-investment/
https://ruralinnovation.us/press-releases/new-research-proves-that-providing-fiber-broadband-experiences-to-rural-communities-boosts-income-entrepreneurship-and-business-investment/
https://www.fb.org/issue/infrastructure/rural-broadband
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2021369
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2021369
http://janellestelson.com/
http://janellestelson.com/

